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CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 0515 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ICRC PARM UN US 

SUBJ: PRG ISSUE 

REF: A) STATE 017448; B) STATE 8673; C) STATE 10509; D) 

PANAMA 3387 

EMBOFF MADE STRONG REPRESENTATION JANUARY GTU TO PEDRO BRIN, 
FOREIGN MINISTRY'S NEW DIRECTOR OF DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, CONFERENCES AND TREATIES, CONCERNING THE PRG 
ISSUE, USING BACKGROUND AND ARGUMENTS PROMIDED IN REF B. AT 
SAME TIME EMBOFF MADE SIMILAR DEMARCHES ON THE PROPOSED "PRG" 
OBSERVER STATUS AT THE 7TH CONGRESS OF WORLD METEOROLOGICAL 
ORGANIZATION (WMO). BRIN SAID HE WOULD GIVE NO SUBSTANTIVE 
RESPONSE AT THIS TIME BUT THAT HE WOULD TAKE THE MATTER 
UP WITH FOREIGN MINISTER TACK AND HE WOULD INFORM US 
WHEN DECISION WAS MADE. EMBOFF EXPRESSED GRATIFICATION OVER 
POSITION OUTLINED BY TACK LAST JUNE (REF D) AND HOPED THAT 
PANAMA'S ATTITUDE WOULD CONTINUE AS OUTLINED BY TACK. THE 
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IMPORTANCE OF NEGATIVE VOTES, RATHER THAN ABSTENTION, WAS 
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STRESSED IN DEMARCHE TO BRIN AS WAS NEED FOR QUICK DECISION ON 
PRO ISSUE AT LAW OF WAR CONFERENCE. 

JORDEN 
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